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body, and he accordingly ruled that only legal
evidence should be admitted; but the Senate major-
ity preferred to assume that they were settling a
political question. Much evidence favorable to the
President was excluded, but everything else was ad-
mitted. As the trial went on the country began to
understand that the impeachment was a mistake.
Few people wanted to see Senator Wade made
President. The partisan attitude of the Senate
majority and the weakness of the case against
Johnson had much to do in moderating pub-
lic opinion, and the timely nomination of Gen-
eral Schofield as Secretary of War after Stan-
ton's resignation reassured those who feared
that the army might be placed under some ex
treme Democrat.

As the time drew near for the decision, every
possible pressure was brought by the radicals to
induce senators to vote for conviction. To con-
vict the President, thirty-six votes were necessary.
There were only twelve Democrats in the Senate,
but all were known to be in favor of acquittal.
When the test came on the 16th of May, seven
Republicans voted with the Democrats for acquit-
tal on the eleventh article. Another vote on the
26th of May, on the first and second articles,